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CHAPTER 31
ARDHANAREESWARA AND THE
STORY OF VIJAYA AND SUBHAGA
Subsequnetly Sage Romasa began to describe the
glory of the Ardhanareeswara linga and narrated the
anecdote of a pious couple who worshipped it.
About two miles to the north of Vayulinga of Sri
Kalahasti, stands the shrine of Sri Ardhanaareswara in the
village of Visalapuram, which is known in purana as Papa
Vicheda Kshetra. This shrine is located on the bank of the
sacred north flowing river Swarnamukhi and has a
Swayambhu Linga which is unqiue. The Siva portion is
white in hue and is facing west whereas the Sakthi portion
yellow in colour is facing north-east. In fact our scriptures
declare that the west face of Siva is as white as cow's milk
GO KSHEERA PHENA PRABHAM and the northern face
is yellowish red - GOURAM KUMKUMA PANKILAM.
This Linga was worshipped in Kritayuga by Gods
themselves and was known as Satya Linga. Later in
Dwapara yuga, a celibate couple, Vijaya and Subhaga from
Avanthi worshipped this deity and attained salvation. Since
then, this Linga has come to be known as Subhagamba
sameta Sri Vijayeswara Swami.
The story of Vijaya and Subhaga is wonderful,
thrilling and has no parallel.
In Avanti there lived a young and beautiful couple
by name Vijaya and Subhaga. Even from his childhood
Vijaya was drawn to Shiva's worship. He conquered his
senses and was determined to realise himself. One day he
met the great sage Markandeya and in all humility
requested him to enlighten him about Sivaadvaita and the
path of self realisation. The learned sage taught him the
course to be adopted and advised him to proceed to Srimad
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